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Preface 
The organizers of the North East Lmguistic Society, Dtanne Jones and Martha McGmms. 
would like to thank the many people who contnbutcd to the conference, including speakers. 
session chairs, regtstra.Uon desk workers. and clean-up crews, and to express thetr grautude Ln 
the following reviewers: 
DontAbusch 
Stephen Anderson 
Joseph Aoun 
Dtana Arcbangeli 
Mark Aronoff 
J.-Marc Authier 
Mark Baker 
Andy Barss 
Edwin Ball.lSt.ella 
Robert C BerWick 
Hagtt Borer 
Aaron Broadwell 
M.A. Browing 
Andrea Calabrese 
Vicki Carstens 
L1sa Cheng 
Sandra Chung 
Abtgail Cohn 
Chnstopher Collins 
Heles Contreras 
Elu..abeth Cowper 
Stephen Cram 
Peter Cullcover 
Stuart Davis 
Veneeta Dayal 
Vtvtane�z 
Molly Dtesmg 
Elan Dresher 
Sam Epstem 
Fernanda Ferreira 
Kai von Fintel 
Janet Fodor 
John Frampton 
Lyn Franer 
Naoki Fukui 
Andrew Garrett 
Ted Gibson 
Grant Goodall 
Helen Goodluck 
Paul Gorrell 
Eithne Guilfoyle 
Ken Hale 
Mark hale 
Moms Halle 
Bruce Hayes 
Irene He1m 
Randall Hendrick 
HaJune Hoji 
Larry Hom 
Norbert Hornstein 
Jose Hualde 
C.-T. James Huang 
Elizabeth Hume 
Sabme Iatndou 
william ldsardi 
Junko Ito 
Pauline Jacobsen 
Jay Jasanoff 
Eloise Jelinek 
AJanaJohns 
Kyle Johnson 
Mark Johnson 
Ellen Kaisse 
Michael K.enStowicz 
John Kingston 
Chisato Kitagawa 
Yoshihisa Kitagawa 
Hisatsugu Kitahara 
Hilda Koopman 
Howard Kurzman 
Mane Labelle 
William Ladusaw 
Utpal Lahin 
ltriar Lak.a 
Fred Landman Mats Rooth 
Steve Lapointe Ivan Sag 
Rlchard Larson Mamoru Saito 
William Leben Beatnce Santoruu 
Geraldine Legendre Leslle Saxon 
David Lightfoot Barry Schein 
Arme Lobeck Roger Schwanchild 
Linda Lombardi Elisabeth Selkirt 
Maryellen MacDonald Pa.tncia Shaw 
Anoop Mahajan Muffy Siegel 
Alec Marantz Carlota Smith 
0Jane Massaro Margaret Speas 
Robert May Dominique Sporti.che 
James McCloskey Ed Stabler 
Cecile McKee Donca Stenado 
Craig Melchert Suz.anne Stevenson 
Armin Mester Tun Stowell 
Shigeru Miyagawa Hennette de Swart 
M A. Mohammad Anna Szabolcs• 
Friederike Molonann Daiko Takahashi 
Janet N1col Christopher Tancredt 
Rolf Noyer Michael Tanenhaus 
Jaye Padgett Chnstme Tellier 
Carole Paradis Hoskuldur Tbrainsson 
Neal Perlmutter Esther Torrego 
Glynne Piggott Bert Vaux 
Paul Portner Thomas Was ow 
Paul Postal Calvert Watlcns 
Brad Pritchett Gert Webelhuth 
LJilJtana Progovac Amy Wemberg 
Douglas Pulleyblank EdWUl Williams 
Eduardo Raposo Motra Yip 
Lisa Reed Karen Zag on a 
Keren Rlce Draga Zec 
Maria-Lu1Sa Rivero Maria-Lwsa Zubizarreta 
Yves Robergo Arnold Zwtcky 
Arme Rochette 
Thanks are also due to the following tireless souls, who were members of. or advtsors to, the 
organizing commiuee proper: 
iii 
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Davtd Braun 
Ben Fortson 
Paul Hagstrom 
Madelyn Kissock 
Gaurav Mathur 
Sust Wunnbrand 
John O'Netl 
Geoff Poole 
Elizabeth Pyau 
Norv1n Rtchards 
Uh Sauerland 
Andrew Carnie 
Erich Groat 
Hetdt Harley 
Alec Marantz 
Wayne O'Neil 
CoUm Philhps 
Rob Pensalfini 
Ja.emm Rhee 
VaJjayanthi Sanna 
Carson Schl.itze 
The orgaruz.ers thank Noam Chomsky for g1V1ng the keynote address. 
NELS 2t'l was run enurely by the ltnguistics graduate students of Harvard and MIT. Fundmg 
lor the conference came from the student-run MIT Workmg Papers m Lmgutsucs. and wa.'> 
pa.td m full with proceeds from regtstrauon, publishers' dtsplays and T-shtrt sales 
llus edttum of the Proceedmgs of the North East .UnguiJIIC Socien• contruns the papers 
presented at its 26th Annual Meeung, held at Harvard Umverslty and MIT (October 1995) 
My thanks to the authors of these papers for thetr umely ubmlSSIOns and wllhng cooperauon 
m the preparauon of this pubhcauon. I am grateful to Elena Benedtcto, John McCarthy, Elliott 
Moreton, Wld Satosht Tom10ka for matters of edttonal asststance and technical support. I also 
thank Bart Hollehrando;e for Ulkmg care of the computers and pnnt.er and Jcnmfer Smtth for 
proolrcadmg. Very spectal thanks are due to Jtll Beckman for her help m every respect. 
The foUowmg authors did not submit papers for pubhcauon· 
Krisun Hanson 
Christopher Kennedy 
James McCloskey 
Dante! Stlvennan 
IV 
Ktyomt Kusumoto 
Edt tor 
Amherst, Apnl 1996 
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A Brief History of NELS 
b\ John lm!.cn and u.w Rud 
The North East Lmgutstic Soctety, originally known a... the New England Ltngut uc Soctety, 
held �� fint meeting at the Massachu�etL\ Imututc of Technology (MIT) on November 7th, 
8th, and 9th, 1970. The ongmal meeting of NELS aur.tcted not only the expected :wdtencc 
from the northc�tem United States, but also an unexpectedly large number of partJctpants 
frl)m ea.stcm Canada. For this reason, at the busmess meetmg of NELS I, Professor Davtd 
Ltghtfoot (at that time a professor of hngutsucs at McGtll Umversll)) made the proposal that 
the conference expand the geographical range of hosung mstttuunns to tnclude eastern 
Canada. Thts proposal was immedtatcly accepted and accounL' lor the change tn utle ot the 
conference. Since NELS I tn 1970, NELS has further expanded the gcographtcal pool of tL� 
paructpanl�. although the traditional geographtcal base tor hosting tn�Utuuons has remained 
unchanged. NELS now annually draws speaker� and paruc1pant<o from the enure United 
States, Canada, and Europe. It has been hosted by the follO\\tng msutuuons, hstcd m 
chronological order: 
NELS I 
NELS2 
NELS3 
NELS4 
NELS5 
NELS6 
NELS? 
NELS8 
NELS9 
NELSIO 
NELS 11 
NELS12 
NELS13 
NELS14 
NELS15 
NELS 16 
NELS17 
NELS18 
NELS19 
NELS 20 
NELS 21 
NELS 22 
NELS 23 
NELS 24 
NELS 25 
NELS 26 
( 1970) 
( 1971) 
(1972) 
(1973) 
(1974) 
( 1975) 
(1976) 
(1977) 
(1978) 
( 1979) 
(1980) 
(1981) 
( 1982) 
(1983) 
(1984) 
(1985) 
(1986) 
( 1987) 
( 1988) 
( 1989) 
( 1990) 
(1991) 
(1992) 
(1993) 
(1994) 
( 1995) 
MIT 
McGill Umverslty 
University of Massachuseru. Amherst 
Brown University 
Harvard U m verslty 
Universite du Quebec� Montreal 
MIT 
University of Massachuseru, Amherst 
City University of New York 
Uruversity of Ottawa 
ComeU Umverslly 
MIT 
Untvemte du Quebec a Montreal 
Umvers1ty of Massachuseru. Amherst 
Brown Umverslly 
McGill Umversity 
MIT 
Umvers1ty of Toronto 
Cornell Univemty 
Umversity of Pittsburgh 
Umversite du Quebec a Montreal 
Uruvers1ty of Delaware 
Universtty of Ouawa 
Umverstty of Massachusetts. Amherst 
University of Pennsylvarua 
Harvard Umvers1ty and MIT 
NELS bas always been and rema.ms the most presug1ous conference in theoretical 
lmgwstics hosted in its geograplucal area and ll ts among the most lughly respected rn the field 
at large (Conferences in theoreucal mgwsucs of comparable quallly. hosted rn different 
geographical areas, include the Ch1cago Lmgutsucs Soc1ety, the West Coast Conference on 
Formal LrngULSucs (WCCFL). and the Generauve Lrngutsts of the Old World (GLOW) ) The 
papers presented at NELS are of a consistently h1gh calibre. not only because of the large 
number of abstracts rece1ved (generally over 200, from wh1ch only 15% are selected). but 
also because of the anonymous reviewrng procedure employed (leading figures m the field are 
asked to conduct the rev1ewmg process) The papers presented at NELS have appeared m 
v 
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pubhshcd fonn mce NELS 5. and are frequently cued m refereed JOurnals of the field. Smce 
NELS I I, the proceedmgs have been pubh hed by the Graduate Lmgu1stac Student 
A OC1auon at the Uruver uy of Massachusetts, Amherst. 
From 1lS hegmnmg, NELS has been organ11.Cd by the Lmgu1suc graduate students 
assocaauon of the ho ung ansutuuon, although one or two faculty members from the 
dcpanment frequently lend ass1 tance As a result. every effort IS made by the organmng 
committee to msure that a 1gmficant number of speakers are graduate students. This traLhuon 
has been mamtamed pnnc1pally because u prov1des graduate tudents who are relauvely new 
an the field w1th a umque opportunity to meet and d1scuss their work wuh established 
researchers from other umvers1ues. 
\1 
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